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Press Release
Two years of TechnoCompound
Compounding capacity more than doubled

Bad Sobernheim, October 24, 2007 – About two years since its spin-off from PolymerChemie, TechnoCompound GmbH of Bad Sobernheim / Germany is "on the right track", its managing director, Hans-Dieter Voss, says. Compounding capacity has been more than doubled from 2005 levels and is currently at 50,000 tonnes/year, including 15,000 tonnes/year of long glass fibre specialty products. It is the company's stated objective to expand this activity further. To this end, a new production line for LGF-reinforced thermoplastics providing an additional annual capacity of 8,000 tonnes has recently been put into operation. TechnoCompound currently has a staff of 60. Sales in 2006 amounted to 30 million Euros.
At present, polypropylene (PP) specialties account for most of the company's sales. The PP portfolio comprises both short and long fibre reinforced compounds. Supplementing this line-up are electrically conductive varieties containing carbon black, as well as high-density grades filled with magnetite. A key application for long glass fibre reinforced PP compounds is to substitute short fibre reinforced polyamide (PA), e.g., in automotive engineering. Since the  cost of the former material is lower than that of PA, the replacement can yield substantial savings. Magnetite-filled PP is used mainly for noise insulation.
TechnoCompound's short glass fibre reinforced polyamides (PA) 6 and 66 distinguish themselves by a 70% improved notched impact strength and 10% superior bending resistance when compared with conventional PA-GF. These materials can substitute for die-cast aluminium and represent a cost-efficient alternative to partially aromatic polyamides reinforced with glass fibres. Typical applications include large-surface, stiff housing components for electrical appliances and power tools, in addition to cooling fluid reservoirs, fan impellers and valve covers.

In the future TechnoCompound intends to focus on the improvement and expansion of its LGF compounds range. With its TechnoFiber line, the company is already marketing the product with the highest impregnation quality today. Also under development are short and long glass fibre reinforced polyethylene terephthalate (PET) injection moulding grades, new PA compounds, additional PP specialty products, and long glass fibre reinforced polyphenylene sulphide (PPS). 

The LGF-PET compounds are designed to substitute for thermosets, metals (e.g., die-cast aluminium or magnesium), and engineering polymers such as PA. The new PPS types provide very good mechanical properties and a very high temperature resistance. This makes them suitable for applications involving high mechanical and thermal loads.
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A WORD file of this press release in English and German and a printable-grade copy of the enclosed image are available in the “News” section at:
http://www.technocompound.com
Since its spin-off from PolymerChemie in late 2005, TechnoCompound has more than doubled its compounding capacity to a current 50.000 tonnes p.a.
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